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REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR 


Washington,  D.  C.,  October  9,  1916. 

Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  your  order,  I have  the  honor  to 
submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30,  1916,  together  with  a statement  of  the  assessed  value 
of  the  taxable  real  estate  and  personal  property  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  and  certain  sugges- 
tions and  recommendations  looking  toward  the  improvement  of  the 
service. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14,  1894  (28  Stat.,  283), 
provides  that  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  assessed 
every  three  years.  The  triennial  assessment  now  in  force  is  for  the 
fiscal  years  1915,  1916,  and  1917.  The  assessment  beginning  July  1, 
1915,  i.  e.,  for  the  fiscal  year  1916,  is  as  follows: 


Washington  City  and  County: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $207, 173,  905.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 187,  035,  999. 00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916 394,  209,  904.  00 

Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  Washington 
City  and  County 5,  913, 149.  00 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  the  assessed  valuation  of 
real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  as  follows: 

Washington  City  and  County: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $208,  085,  318.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 182,  013,  531. 00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915 390,  098,  849.  00 

Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1915,  Washington 

City  and  County 5,  851, 482.  74 

Personal  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1915 1,  275,  827. 31 


Total  real  estate  and  personal  tax 7, 127,  310.  05 

Personal-tax  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30 , 1916. 

Personal  property  at  1 \ per  cent $525,  629.  77 

Building  and  loan  associations,  2 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 23,  243. 05 

Incorporated  savings  banks,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  less  interest 

paid  depositors 17,501.01 

Electric-light  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings. 81,  373. 26 

Telephone  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 75,  236.  37 

Gas-light  companies,  5 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 121,  624.  61 

National  banks,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 121,  575.  68 

Trust  companies,  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 150,  427. 25 

Street  railways,  4 per  cent  on  gross  receipts 200,  944. 18 

Washington  Market  Co.,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  from  conduits.  486. 14 

Georgetown  Barge  & Dock,  Elevator  & Railway  Co.,  5 per  cent  on 
gross  earnings 7T 301 . 40 


Total 1,318,342.72 

Increase  of  1916  over  1915  personal-tax  levy 42,  515. 41 

Number  of  personal-tax  accounts  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 

1916,  17,895. 
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Summary  of  new  buildings  and  additions , improvements , ete.,  made  during  the  fiscal  year 
1916  for  assessment  in  the  fiscal  year  1917. 


New  buildings $7, 191,  550.  00 

Additions  and  improvements 1,  418, 400.  00 

Conduits,  railroads,  etc 133,044.00 

Total 8,  742,  994.  00 

Off 586,  700. 00 

Remaining  assessment 8, 156,  294. 00 

Value  of  buildings  exempt  from  taxation. 

District  of  Columbia $606,500.00 

Churches,  schools,  etc 155,  700.  00 

Total 762,200.00 


Recapitulation. 

Remaining  assessment $8, 156,  294.  00 

Exempt  from  taxation 762,  200. 00 

Net  assessment  (taxable) 7,  394,  094. 00 

Number  of  new  buildings. 

Brick $1,444 

Frame 485 

Metal,  concrete,  etc 494 

Total 2,423 

Number  of  buildings  removed 273 

Increase  in  number  of  buildings 2, 150 


Assessments  of  land  and  improvements,  District  of  Columbia,  from  1889  to  1916,  inclusive, 
as  shown  in  yearly  reports. 


Year. 

Land. 

Improve- 

ments. 

Total. 

1889 

$56,585,903 
76, 714,819 

$58,899,450 

60,901,600 

$115,485, 353 
137, 626,419 
141,609,891 

1890 

1891 

76,561,141 

65,049,750 

69.010.250 

71.096.250 
78,587, 421 

1892 

76,441,028 
75,928, 026 
112,830,383 
112,616,575 
107, 953,010 
104, 719,983 
102,955,859 
102,901,846 
98, 836, 663 
98,881,576 
98,580,564 
119  129  061 

145,481,278 
147,024,276 
191,417,804 
192,555  046 

1893 

1894 

1895 

79,938,471 
80,969,333 
75,656,925 
78,300,425 
80,254,525 
77,730,886 
80, 470, 235 

1896 

1897 

188, 922, 343 
180,376  908 

1898 

181 ,*  256^284 
183, 156  371 

1899 

1900 

1901 

176,567  549 
180  334  641 

1902 

83.945  044 

182  525  608 

1903 

89  390  375 

1904 

119,068*238 
118  912  580 

94  182  180 

01  q’  07(V  ai  6 

1905 

98  695  716 

416, 40U,  415 

1906 

136  843  419 

102* 618*  566 

217, 608, 296 

1907 

136  774,399 

110  532  095 

239, 461, 985 
247,306,494 

1908 

137* 200* 589 

118  124  245 

151  887  660 

125  683  292 

255, 324, 834 
277,570,952 

1910 

151  711  966 

133  441  S05 

1911 

151  616* 821 

143  150  726 

285, 153, 771 
294,767,547 
330,322, 487 
339,198,990 
345,124,144 
390,309,278 
394, 209, 904 

1912 

169  648  481 

i nrwi 

169  153  985 

lOU,  0/-1,  uuo 

1914 

169  212  099 

170, 045, 005 

IT".  Q1  O fH7 

1915 

208  279  494 

1 / O,  viZy  \JW 

182, 029, 784 

1916 

9HT  1 70  nn 

1 

401,110,  wo 

18/ , 035, 999 
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The  amount  of  special-assessment  work  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
J.  W.  Daniel  is  set  forth  in  the  following  statement  of  special  assess- 
ments levied  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1916.  The  number  of 
notices  served  during  the  year  was  9,215. 


Assessment  and  permit  work $96,  951.  59 

Paving  roadways 87,  680.  89 

$184,  632. 48 

Assessments  levied  by  juries  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 

1916: 

Street  extensions 4,  789. 50 

Minor  streets  and  alleys 12,  612. 81 

Small  parks 10,750.07 

28, 152. 38 


Total 212,  784. 86 


PERSONAL  TAX  LEVY. 

The  total  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  1916  amounted  to  $1,318,342.72. 
The  assessed  valuation  of  tangible  personal  property  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  1916  amounted  to  $35,042,000. 

The  personal  tax  work  is  conducted  through  the  year  as  follows: 
At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  viz,  July  1,  the  personal  tax 
schedules  are  filed  in  the  office  and  continue  to  come  in  during  the 
entire  month  of  July,  up  to  and  including  August  1.  Several  clerks 
are  kept  constantly  busy  taking  affidavits  from  those  who  call  in 
person.  Last  July  there  were  about  10,000  schedules  filed.  Dur- 
ing this  same  period  the  inspectors  are  working  in  the  field,  fisting 
the  names,  addresses,  and  business  designations  of  all  places  where 
there  is  indication  of  being  any  personal  property  subject  to  taxa- 
tion. Also,  beginning  July  1,  work  is  begun  in  the  outlying  sections 
of  the  District  by  an  appraiser  who  makes  tentative  fists  and  assess- 
ments while  in  the  field.  This  work  is  begun  in  July  and  not  com- 
pleted until  about  the  first  of  January.  After  the  schedules  are 
arranged  in  street  order,  the  figures  thereon  are  entered  in  field 
books,  together  with  the  information  procured  by  the  inspectors, 
and  a complete  record  of  the  preceding  year  is  also  carried  to  the 
current  field  books. 

The  work  of  compiling  field  notes  keeps  the  inspectors  busy  until 
late  in  December.  As  soon  as  the  field  books  are  ready  the  appraisers 
begin  their  field  work  of  making  assessments  in  all  cases  where  returns, 
have  not  been  made,  and  rejecting  such  returns  as  appear  to  have 
been  made  under  a misunderstanding  of  the  law.  The  regular  work 
of  appraising  begins  in  August  or  September  and  is  completed  and 
the  books  checked  about  January  15.  The  entire  force  of  clerks  is 
then  engaged  in  writing  notices  of  assessments  so  that  said  notices 
may  be  ready  for  delivery  when  the  board  of  personal  tax  appeals 
meets  on  the  first  Monday  in  February.  Last  year  there  were  12,394 
such  notices,  of  which  5,932  were  served  in  person  by  the  inspectors 
and  6,462  delivered  through  the  mail. 

The  board  of  personal  tax  appeals  convenes  on  the  first  Monday 
in  February  and  remains  in  session  until  the  second  Monday  in 
March.  The  time  of  the  entire  board  of  assistant  assessors  is  occu- 
pied with  these  appeals  for  from  five  to  six  weeks.  After  the  appeals 
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are  completed  the  clerks  write  up  the  cards,  showing  the  new  assess- 
ments, the  ledgers,  and  bills,  all  of  which  must  be  completed  before 
May  1,  when  payments  become  due.  During  the  month  of  May  the 
clerks  render  bills  and  post  the  ledgers  daily  of  all  payments  made. 
The  middle  of  June  sees  all  May  payments  properly  credited,  and 
the  last  two  weeks  of  June  but  little  work  is  to  be  done.  On  July 
1 the  whole  operation  is  again  commenced. 

Out  of  a total  number  of  18,198  accounts,  there  are  7,608  who  pay 
a tax  of  less  than  $5.  There  are  741  who  pay#a  tax  of  $100  or  over, 
leaving  9,849  whose  tax  is  between  $5  and  $100. 

The  personal  tax  levy  of  the  past  year  has  been  made  under  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  July  1,  1902,  which  provides  that  tangible 
property,  such  as  jewelry,  household  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  stock 
in  trade,  horses,  vehicles,  boats,  etc.,  shall  be  assessed,  and  in  addi- 
tion a percentage  on  the  gross  earnings  of  banks,  trust  companies, 
and  public  utilities.  By  an  act  approved  September  1,  1916  (Public, 
No.  250)  there  is  provided  an  amendment  to  section  11  of  the  above 
act  imposing  a tax  on  moneys  and  credits,  including  moneys  loaned 
and  invested,  bonds  and  shares  of  stock,  etc.  The  rate  on  this 
intangible  property  is  fixed  at  four-tenths  of  1 per  cent,  of  the 
value.  This  tax,  however,  can  only  be  imposed  on  and  after  July 
1,  1917.  This  new  form  of  tax  will  give  additional  work  to  the  per- 
sonal tax  force,  but  the  extra  time  can  be  more  than  compensated  for 
if  there  be  enacted  needed  legislation  regarding  the  assessment  of 
automobiles  and  motorcycles. 

This  office  again  strongly  recommends  the  annual  registration  of 
automobiles  and  motorcycles,  and  also  the  passage  of  the  law  requir- 
ing the  payment  of  an  annual  fee  based  on  the  value  and  horsepower 
of  the  machine,  and  the  abolition  of  the  personal  tax  against  all 
vehicles  so  registered.  A bill  was  introduced  in  the  first  session  of 
the  Sixty-fourth  Congress,  House  bill  3653,  which  was  intended  to 
impose  a special  license  tax  upon  automobiles  and  motor  vehicles  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  This  bill,  however,  did  not  intend  to 
repeal  any  portion  of  the  law  requiring  a personal  tax  against 
automobiles  or  motorcycles. 

In  a report  on  the  bill  made  by  the  commissioners,  on  February  4, 
1916,  the  commissioners  said  in  part  as  follows: 

The  advisability  of  providing  for  a double  tax,  one  based  on  horsepower  and  the 
other  a personal  tax,  is  questioned.  The  commissioners  believe  that  only  one  tax 
should  be  imposed,  the  amount  of  that  to  be  determined  on  the  horsepower  basis,  as 
the  double  tax  proposed  by  the  bill  would  be  excessive  and  burdensome. 

A law  of  this  kind  would  not  only  equalize  assessments  on  auto- 
mobiles but  would  keep  better  track  of  ownership,  would  relieve  the 
board  of  appeals  of  a most  annoying  form  of  appeal  from  personal- 
tax  assessments,  thereby  allowing  them  to  devote  their  attention  to 
other  important  matters,  as  appeals  from  assessments  on  automobiles 
take  up  a large  part  of  the  time  of  the  board  hearings. 

It  is  again  recommended  that  a regulation  be  adopted  requiring 
owners  of  motor  boats  and  sailing  vessels  (except  those  engaged  in 
interstate  commerce)  to  procure  annually  a tag  number  for  the  pur- 
pose of  identification. 

The  assessment  and  collection  of  personal  taxes  under  the  law  of 
1902  have  been  as  follows: 
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1903 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 


Year. 


Tax  value. 


Collected 
during  year. 


$563,533.06 
637,415.61 
666, 247. 20 
724,334. 69 
805,688.00 
863, 882. 10 
919,453.28 
1,007,022.41 
1,089,540.79 
1,131,945.63 

1.195.055.30 
1,230,091.87 

1.275.827.31 
1,318,342.72 


$471,954.26 
630,  750. 02 
725,698. 22 
696,438.26 
752, 492. 59 
821,933. 04 
931,160.91 
1,000,605.  81 
1,058,790. 14 

1.098.505. 88 
1,130,840.52 
1,164,918.73 

1.111.827. 88 
1,322,945.  34 


YEARLY  ASSESSMENT. 

Real  estate  has,  since  1894,  been  assessed  triennially  (28  Stat.,  282) 
at  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  its  true  value  (act  of  July  1,  1902)  by 
the  board  of  three  assistant  assessors  (28  Stat.,  282). 

This  office  has  for  a number  of  years  recommended  that  assessments 
be  made  annually  and  a step  has  been  taken  in  this  direction  by  a 
recent  enactment  of  Congress,  approved  September  1,  1916  (Pub.  No. 
250)  which  requires  that  hereafter  assessments  of  real  estate  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  for  purposes  of  taxation  shall  be  made  bien- 
nially in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  required  by  law  for  triennial 
assessments.  In  order  to  enable  the  office  to  carry  into  effect  such 
assessment,  there  has  been  provided  five  field  men  whose  need  has 
been  greatly  felt  in  the  past  and  who  will  afford  much  aid  toward 
equalizing  real  estate  assessments  in  the  District. 

APARTMENT  HOUSES. 

An  extra  effort  has  been  made  to  compile,  during  the  past  year, 
rents,  cost  of  construction,  cubic  contents,  and  other  data  in  relation 
to  apartment  houses  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  value  of  an  apartment  house  depends  on  so  many  different 
factors  that  it  can  not  ordinarily  be  arrived  at  until  after  considerable 
research  and  study.  The  relation  between  first  cost,  sale  price,  and 
gross  rentals  has  been  studied  in  order  to  reduce  the  subject  to  its 
simplest  form. 

Ordinarily  those  who  handle  apartments  will  say  that  their  value 
is  equal  to  the  price  of  the  ground  plus  the  construction  of  the  build- 
ing. The  cost  of  construction  is  taken  generally  to  mean  what  a 
builder  would  contract  to  erect  the  building  for  after  a fair  competi- 
tion in  the  way  of  bids  submitted  on  given  specifications,  adding  also, 
architects’  fees,  commission  on  loans,  interest  on  principal,  and  all 
incidental  expenses  necessary  to  the  completion  of  the  building. 

The  above  way  of  estimating  value  can  not  be  absolute,  as  the 
ground  may  on  certain  occasions  be  purchased  at  a low  figure  or  again 
at  an  exhorbitant  rate  for  apartment-house  purposes.  Then,  too, 
the  building  may  or  may  not  be  designed  in  the  very  best  manner  for 
a given  site,  and  for  these  reasons  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain  the 
yearly  rental  or  income  of  the  property  before  a really  satisfactory 
appraisal  can  be  made.  The  character  of  the  construction  and  the 
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depreciation  of  the  building  are  factors  of  importance,  but  the  condi- 
tion of  the  building  as  well  as  its  adaptability  to  the  location  are 
reflected  by  the  rentals  received.  Net  rentals  will  be  found  to  bear 
a certain  ratio  to  the  gross  rental  of  the  property,  so  that  with  the 
gross  rentals  given  the  net  returns  are  known,  and  this  furnishes  us 
with  the  most  important  clue  as  to  the  true  value  of  the  property, 
after  giving  full  consideration  as  to  any  lack  of  efficient  management. 
The  relation  between  the  gross  rental  and  the  net  rental  will  be  differ- 
ent for  different  classes  of  buildings,  so  that  the  factors  between  gross 
rental  and  the  value  of  a property  will  be  determined  by  the  class  of 
the  building. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  apartment  houses  have  been  divided 
into  four  special  classes,  as  follows: 

First  class. — Apartments  thoroughly  fireproof  and  therefore  sub- 
stantially built,  with  high-class  trimmings,  elevator  service,  large 
rooms,  and  efficient  service  in  the  way  of  baths,  etc. 

Second  class. — A semifireproof  building  with  elevator  service,  gen- 
erally of  seven  or  eight  stories  in  height,  and  with  average  size  apart- 
ments of  four  and  five  rooms. 

Third  class. — Apartments  of  cheap  construction  with  no  elevator 
service,  and  generally  from  three  to  four  stories  in  height. 

Fourth  class. — Apartments  of  cheap  construction,  two  stories  in 
height. 

The  gross  rental  of  some  700  or  800  apartment  houses  has  been 
compiled,  so  that  the  office  is  able  to  make  a comparison,  or  estimate 
the  general  ratio,  between  the  gross  rental  and  value  of  the  property. 
The  net  rental  has  been  obtained  in  a number  of  cases  and  shows  a 
great  variance  even  for  the  same  class  of  apartment  houses,  due  to 
the  management,  upkeep,  or  financial  difficulties.  With  apartment 
houses  in  good  condition  and  well  managed  the  running  expenses  are 
from  40  to  45  per  cent  of  the  gross  rentals  and  rarely  fall  below  35 
per  cent,  but  are  more  frequently  50  per  cent  and  sometimes  as  great 
as  70  per  cent. 

In  a number  of  well-authenticated  sales,  totaling  over  $3,500,000 
and  including  50  apartment  houses,  the  sales  were  about  eight  times 
the  gross  rentals.  In  10  sales  of  apartments  worth  over  $100,000 
each,  and  aggregating  $2,000,000  worth  of  property,  the  amount  of 
cost  or  purchase  was  8.6  times  the  gross  rental.  In  the  cost  of  15 
apartment  houses  aggregating  nearly  $1,000,000,  the  value  was  7.32 
times  the  gross  rental.  In  22  apartment  houses,  worth  over  $600,000, 
the  cost  was  7 times  the  gross  rental.  These  last  apartments  aver- 
aged about  $30,000  apiece  and  were,  of  course,  the  cheaper  class 
apartments. 

In  our  assessments  of  the  apartment  houses  of  the  higher  class 
100  of  them,  valued  at  nearly  $18,000,000,  are  assessed  at  8.15  times 
their  gross  rental.  About  400  apartment  houses  of  the  middle  class, 
aggregating  over  $14,000,000,  are  assessed  at  a basis  of  7.73  times 
the  gross  rental.  About  140  apartment  houses  of  the  cheaper  class, 
aggregating  about  $1,500,000,  are  assessed  on  a basis  of  7.15  times 
the  gross  rental.  The  last  yearly  assessment  showed  that  24  apart- 
ment houses,  valued  at  $2,152,000,  are  assessed  on  a basis  ol  7.3 
times  the  estimated  gross  rental. 

The  importance  of  an  accurate  estimate  of  apartment-house  prop- 
erties is  shown  in  the  extent  of  building  going  on  in  that  direction,  as 


REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR. 


9 


one-third  of  the  assessment  on  new  buildings  entered  this  year  is 
for  apartment  houses.  The  most  active  years  previous  to  this  were 
in  1909  and  1910,  when  permits  for  nearly  $3,000,000  were  taken  out 
for  apartment  houses  and  nearly  double  that  amount  for  brick  and 
frame  dwellings.  This  year  the  permits  show  that  the  amount  esti- 
mated on  apartments  is  four  and  one-third  million  dollars,  or  a 
million  more  than  for  brick  buildings  and  almost  equal  to  brick  and 
frame  combined.  Although  the  total  estimate  of  new  buildings  this 
year  falls  short  of  the  operations  of  1909  and  1910,  the  amount  to 
be  expended  on  apartment  houses  is  nearly  double  the  active  years 
of  1909  and  1910. 

TRUE  CONSIDERATION. 

This  office  is  not  in  possession  of  all  sales  made  within  the  District 
of  Columbia  during  the  last  five  years,  but  has  gathered  with  con- 
siderable accuracy  sales  relating  to  acreage  property,  sales  within  the 
business  section,  within  the  high-class  residential  section  of  the 
northwest,  and  within  the  high-class  subdivisions  west  of  Rock 
Creek,  as  well  as  within  the  heart  of  the  northeast,  southeast,  and 
southwest.  This  work  has  been  done  by  the  assessors,  assisted  by 
one  record  clerk.  Congress,  in  the  last  District  appropriation  act 
(app.  Sept.  1,  1916)  provided  for  an  additional  force  of  five  field  men, 
who  will  not  only  help  to  gather  data  as  to  sales,  but  will  aid  the 
assessors  in  supplying  data  regarding  the  size  and  condition  of  all 
buildings.  It  has  been  found  impossible  to  collect  all  sales  and 
ascertain  the  facts  bearing  on  them,  even  with  a larger  force  of  field 
assistants.  The  time  consumed  in  following  up  one  large  or  impor- 
tant sale  is  sometimes  very  great,  and  this  office  feels  that  aid  is 
needed  from  Congress  in  a manner  heretofore  suggested,  namely,  to 
require  the  owner  to  file  an  affidavit  with  this  office  as  to  the  true 
consideration,  to  be  used  only  by  the  assessors  as  an  aid  in  their 
work.  The  objections  of  “ business  interference”"  raised  against 
giving  this  data  have  on  occasions  been  put  aside.  During  the  last 
period  of  appeals  persons  interested  in  the  business  section  furnished 
the  office,  over  their  sworn  statements,  with  the  prices  of  nearly  all 
the  important  and  late  sales.  This  was  done  for  the  purpose  of 
equalization  and  could  have  been  given  on  an  earlier  occasion  to  the 
advantage  of  all  concerned. 

CERTIFICATES  OF  TAXES. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  9,842  tax  certificates 
were  issued,  as  against  8,715  in  1915.  A fee  of  50  cents  was  collected 
for  each  certificate,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $4,921. 

In  addition  to  the  certificates  above  mentioned  for  which  a fee  is 
charged,  there  have  been  during  the  past  fiscal  year  issued  by  this 
office  854  free  certificates,  accompanying  subdivisions,  condemna- 
tions of  land,  and  tax  deeds,  involving  the  same  care  in  their  prepa- 
ration as  the  regular  certificates  of  taxes. 

WATER-MAIN  DIVISION. 

The  water-main  division  has  arranged  all  ledger  and  card  accounts 
so  that  “bills  receivable”  may  be  readily  ascertained  and  tax  cer- 


10 


REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR. 


tificates  issued  without  danger  of  erroneous  statement  thereon  as  to 
any  water-main  tax.  Pending  assessments,  however,  required  to  be 
noted  on  tax  certificates  by  this  office,  would  be  a more  perfect  system 
if  notification  would  be  sent  us  of  all  abandoned  projects. 

A diagram  is  now  made  by  this  division  showing  the  continuation 
of  all  mains  laid  by  the  District. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  assessments  for  water 
mains  were  levied  in  the  amount  of  $46,988.28,  said  assessments  being 
on  1,083  pieces  of  property;  and  the  collections  follow:  Current  tax 
accounts,  $53,537.52;  tax  sales,  March  21,  1916,  $6,469.56;  interest, 
$4,640.72;  advertisement,  $198.08;  total,  $64,845.88.  One  thousand 
two  hundred  and  four  notices  have  been  delivered. 

Certain  properties  have  had  long-delayed  delinquent  taxes  canceled, 
a reassessment  immediately  placed  upon  the  ledger,  and  at  least 
partial  collections  made.  Action  has  been  taken  upon  many  official 
and  sub  divisional  papers. 

A ruling  as  to  the  statute  of  limitation  barring  the  collection  of  a 
tax,  which  was  operated  for  a lengthy  period  of  time,  resulted  in  a 
number  of  tax  certificates  being  issued  on  which  was  recited,  uNo 
unpaid  water-main  tax.”  Since  December  30,  1913,  when  it  was 
held  taxes  were  not  subject  to  the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitation,  cer- 
tificates have  been  issued  citing  all  the  water-main  tax  due,  without 
regard  to  the  date  of  assessment.  Confusion  and  the  mistrust  of  the 
value  of  these  certificates  have  arisen.  Any  amendment  to  the  law, 
which  may  be  contemplated  should  cancel  these  assessments  or  sustain 
the  right  to  reassess  the  same. 

Renewal  of  the  recommendation  in  the  report  of  1915  of  an  equi- 
table plan  of  assessment  on  irregularly  shaped  lots  is  herewith  made. 

ARREARS  OF  TAXES. 

The  arrears  division  is  equipped  with  a card  index,  consisting  of 
about  22,000  cards,  which  makes  it  possible  to  show  at  a glance  all 
arrears  of  general  taxes  chargeable  to  any  given  lot  or  parcel.  For 
each  parcel,  or  lot,  or  part  of  lot,  a separate  card  is  provided  upon 
which  is  listed  the  year  or  years  of  delinquency,  and  opposite  to  each 
year  the  amount  due  for  all  general  taxes,  other  than  those  of  the 
current  levy.  If  there  are  unpaid  special  or  water  main  assessments, 
the  book  and  folio  upon  which  they  are  entered  in  the  special  assess- 
ment division,  or  the  water-main  division,  as  the  case  may  be,  are 
noted  upon  the  card. 

In  the  arrears  ledger  are  assembled  all  unpaid  general  taxes  as  they 
appear  upon  the  cards,  but  with  the  difference,  that  a card  represents 
the  taxes  due  on  but  one  lot,  or  part  of  lot,  while  a given  page  in  the 
ledger  may  show  the  taxes  against  a number  of  lots.  Because  of  this 
arrangement  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  prepare  a new  ledger 
about  once  in  every  four  years.  During  the  past  year,  however,  it 
was  decided  to  construct  this  ledger  upon  the  plan  of  the  card  index 
system  by  using  a separate  leaf,  of  a loose-leaf  ledger,  for  each  indi- 
vidual lot,  or  portion  of  a lot,  and  the  work  thereon  has  so  far  pro- 
gressed that  it  is  now  approaching  completion.  A ledger,  constructed 
along  the  lines  of  this  plan,  will  be  a labor-saving  device,  as  it  will 
likely  serve  its  purpose  for  a period  of  at  least  12  or  15  years. 
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LICENSES. 


During  the  year  ended  June  30,  1916,  this  office  issued  8,588  mis- 
cellaneous licenses  amounting  to  $112,083.34,  a slight  decrease  over 
the  previous  year.  During  the  same  period  273  barroom  licenses 
were  issued,  amounting  to  $409,500,  and  89  wholesale  licenses  amount- 
ing to  $71,200,  making  the  total  receipts  from  liquor  licenses  $480,700. 

On  October  16,  1915,  the  automobile  office  was  transferred  from  the 
permit  clerk  to  this  office  and  the  clerk  in  charge  of  licenses  was 
appointed  secretary  to  the  automobile  board.  Since  October  16, 
1915,  and  up  to  and  including  June  30,  1916,  the  total  revenues  col- 
lected through  the  secretary  of  the  automobile  board  amounted  to 
$29,065.85. 

Receipts  from  licenses  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1916.  ( Not  including  liquor 

licenses.) 


Business. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Number. 

81,449.00 

86. 50 

249 

1,308.35 

333.32 

15 

2, 939. 07 

8518. 76 

86 

4.  Banks  and"bankers 

1,500.00 

500. 00 

3 

5.  Billposters 

38.34 

43.34 

3 

6.  Billiard,  pool,  and  other  tables  and  bowling  allevs  . .. 

8, 408. 00 

414. 00 

200 

7.  Boarding  houses 

81.00 

11.67 

4 

8.  Baths,  mediums,  clairvoyants,  etc 

1,316. 70 

29.14 

59 

9 . Cattle  dealers 

153.  75 

122. 50 

11 

10.  Commission  merchants 

1,170.02 

139.99 

32 

11.  Cigar  dealers 

19,090.00 

178.00 

1,705 

12.  Contractors  (building) 

2, 475. 05 

737. 55 

112 

13.  Carriage  and  wagon  builders 

25.00 

14.  Confectionery  establishments 

751. 00 

120. 00 

69 

15.  Dealers  in  second-hand  personal  property 

9, 750. 17 

263. 29 

270 

16.  Dealers  in  markets 

2, 562. 24 

52. 57 

545 

17.  Dealers  in  oils  and  gasoline 

2, 236.  88 

1,156.36 

1,468 

18.  Drivers  of  public  vehicles 

513.00 

185. 00 

513 

19.  Employment  agencies 

493. 75 

31.25 

22 

20.  Entertainments  (all kinds) 

2, 627. 00 

440. 00 

436 

21.  Fuel  hucksters 

175. 00 

38.  76 

36 

22.  Florists T 

616.  25 

136. 25 

43 

23.  Hotels  

4,864.25 

114.50 

55 

24.  Laundries 

2, 060. 01 

69. 16 

191 

25.  Livery  stables 

2, 427. 00 

526. 25 

41 

26.  Loan  brokers 

500. 00 

27.  Maturity  investment  companies . 

66.67 

28.  Note  brokers 

358. 34 

29.  Peddlers 

385.  45 

79.18 

42 

30.  Produce  dealers 

7, 152.  50 

526. 00 

646 

31.  Public  halls 

8, 325. 03 

283. 35 

86 

32 . Publ  i c parks 

508.  34 

591.  69 

11 

33.  Public  passenger  vehicles 

2, 804.  25 

644. 75 

488 

34.  Railroad  ticket  brokers  

125  00 

5 

35.  Restaurant  and  eating  houses 

9, 379. 50 

715. 50 

573 

36.  P eal  estate  agents 

11,420.91 

270. 80 

242 

37.  Slot  machines 

76.00 

7.33 

2 

38.  Theaters 

675. 01 

74.  99 

-8 

39.  Transfer  fees 

125.  50 

20. 50 

251 

40.  Undertakers 

1,500. 02 

27.08 

64 

41.  Washington  Stock  Exchange 

500.00 

1 

42.  Skating  rink 

100. 00 

100. 00 

1 

Total 

112,083. 34 

2, 567. 58 

7,891.76 

8,588 

Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1914-15 8117, 407. 52 

Total  receipts  from  licenses,  1915-16 112,083. 34 


Total  decrease 5, 324. 18 

Receipts  from  wholesale  and  retail  liquor  licenses 480, 700. 00 

Receipts  from  32  engineer  licenses 96. 00 
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ESTIMATED  REVENUES. 


On  October  3,  1916,  a committee  consisting  of  the  auditor,  the 
assessor,  and  the  collector  of  taxes  prepared  and  submitted  a state- 
ment of  the  estimated  revenues  of  the  District  of  Columbia  (exclusive 
of  the  revenues  of  the  water  department)  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end, 
June  30,  1918.  The  estimate  is  as  follows: 


Realty  taxes $6,  200,  000 

Personal  taxes  (tangible) 1, 300,  000 

Personal  taxes  (intangible) * 500, 000 

Special  reimbursable  taxes 500 

Penalty  and  interest  on  taxes 60, 000 

Fees: 

Superintendent  of  weights,  measures,  and  markets 2,  500 

Surveyor 7,000 

Health  department  permits 200 

Fees: 

Dog  pound... 500 

Inspector  of  gas  and  meters 1,  500 

Sewer  and  gas  permits 3,  000 

Water  service  permits 1,  200 

Railing  permits 400 

Fees,  tax  certificates 2,300 

Building  permits 15, 000 

Electrical  permits 3,000 

Police  court  fines 100, 000 

Juvenile  court  fines 400 

Municipal  court  fees 17,  000 

Liquor  licenses 450,  000 

Plumbers’  licenses 50 

Insurance  licenses  and  tax 108,  000 

Engineers’  licenses 100 

Dog  taxes • 15,  000 

Miscellaneous  licenses 115, 000 

Market  rents .* 25 , 000 

Fish  a harves,  rental. .-. 5,  000 

Rent  of  harves,  street  termini  buildings * 14,  000 

Advertising  taxes * 2,  500 

Street  extensions,  assessments,  and  interest  (full) 20,  000 

Street  extensions,  assessments,  and  interest  (one-half) 5,  000 

Public  convenience  stations 1,  500 

Public  crematorium,  fees 300 

Bathing  beach  receipts 300 

Sale  of  old  material 2,  000 

Municipal  lodging  house,  labor  of  inmates 200 

Tuition,  public  schools 500 

Miscellaneous  items 400 

Surplus  fees:  . ,-A 

Recorder  of  deeds,  register  of  wills 4, 100 

Court  of  appeals 2, 000 

Motor-vehicle  tags 18,  000 

Workhouse  sales 10,  000 

Motor- vehicle  operators 15,000 

Assessment  and  permit  work 100,  000 

Elevator  operators 150 

Board  and  maintenance  of  insane  patients 10,  000 

Rail  .v  ay  tax,  Highway  Bridge 6 000 

Park  improvements - L 000 

Paving  roadways  (Borland  amendment) 40,  000 


Total 9,185,600 

Less  estimated  amount  to  be  deducted  from  police  court  fines  and  dog 
taxes  for  credit  of  policemen’s  and  firemen’s  relief  funds 211,  233 


Total  available 8, 974, 367 
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SUMMARY. 

The  work  of  the  office  has  consisted  in  writing  some  35  tax  ledgers, 
both  real  and  personal,  the  rendition  of  current,  arrears,  and  special 
assessment  bills,  reports  upon  subdivisions  and  tax  certificates,  the 
issuance  of  licenses,  official  action  upon  office  reports,  etc.,  and 
transfers  covered  in  instruments  of  conveyance,  which  have  to  be 
noted  upon  the  card  records  as  well  as  the  ledgers. 

In  the  appendix  I have  given  the  estimates  of  the  assessor’s  office 
for  the  fiscal  year  1918. 

Wm.  P.  Richards, 
Assessor,  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


Appendix. 

Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor's  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 
June  30,  1918. 


Name  of  officer  or  employee. 


Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 


Appro- 

priated 

1917. 


Wm.  P.  Richards 

Alexander  McKenzie,  W.  L.  Beale, 
E.  W.  Oyster. 

C.  M.  Davis,  J.  T.  Petty 

E.  B.  Fletcher 

D.  W.  Fleming 

W.  H.  Coombs,  Richard  Hamil- 
ton, B.  K.  Winchell,  Gilmore  D. 
Holmes. 

M.  G.  Dent,  S.  D.  Gage,  H.  E. 
Woodward,  K.  C.  Berry. 

H.  A.  Darneille,  Henry  Naylor, 
K.  V.  W.  Brodhead,  L.  O.  Mal- 
lery,  M.  L.  Gibbs,  Mary  C.  Fitz- 
gerald, Gerald  Blondell,  Augus- 
tus Willige. 

W.  H.  Bell,  David  M.  Cridler 

I.  B.  Manheim,  D.  R.  Prettyman . . 

L.  G.  Bouscaren 

Leslie  S.  Williams 

Roger  Williams 

Claude  D.  Clayton 

M.  L.  Granville 

Wm.  Moten,  C.  H.  Mackall 

A.  F.  Entwisle 

F.  A.  Griffin 


Robt.  J.  Jones 

Fred  D.  Allen 

Mortimer  Clarke 

F.  E.  Hickerson,  G.  C.  Locke 

C.  H.  Stone,  R.  C.  Drum  Hunt, 
L.  S.  Johnson,  John  T.  Bardroff, 
Frank  A.  Gunther. 


PERSONAL  TAX  BOARD. 


E.  M.  Talcott,  B.  F.  Adams 

Daniel  H.  Edwards 

A.  L.  Cheney 

William  W.  Dent 

C.  S.  Cotton,  F.  M.  Langston, 
E.  I.  Mack. 


Assessor 

Three  assistant  assessors,  at  $3,000  each. . 

Two  assistant  assessors,  at  $2,000  each . . . 
Record  clerk 


.do. 


Four  clerks,  at  $1,400  each  (including  one  in  arrears  division). 


Four  clerks,  at  $1,200  each . 

Eight  clerks,  at  $1,000  each  (including  one  ip  charge  of 
records). 


T wo  clerks,  at  $900  each 

Two  clerks,  at  $720  each 

Draftsman 

Assistant  or  clerk 

License  clerk 

Inspector  of  licenses 

Assistant  inspector  of  licenses 

Two  messengers  at  $600  each 

Clerk  to  board  of  assistant  assessors. . 

Messenger  and  driver 

Temporary  clerk  hire 

Record  clerk 


..do. 


Draftsman 

Two  stenographers  and  typewriters,  at  $1,200  each. 
Five  field  men  at  $2,000  each 


Two  assistant  assessors  of  personal  taxes,  at  $3,000  each . . 

Appraiser  of  personal  property 

Clerk 

Assistant  clerk 

Three  inspectors,  at  $1,200  each 


$3,500 

9.000 

4.000 
1,500 
1,200 


1,800 

1,440 

1,200 

900 

1,200 

1,200 

1,000 

1,200 

1,500 

600 

500 

1,800 

1,500 

1,600 

2,400 

10,000 


67,440 


6,000 

1,800 

1,400 

1,000 

3,600 

2,000 

15, 800 


Extra  clerk  hire. 
Total 
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Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  for  support  of  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end 
June  30,  1918 — Continued. 


Name  of  officer  or  employee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appro- 

priated 

1917. 

SPECIAL  ASSESSMENT  OFFICE. 

J.  W.  Daniel 

Special  assessment  clerk 

$2,000 

8,400 

N.  H.  Stellwag,  W.  E.  Hutchin- 
son, W.  H.  De  Shields,  H.  W. 
Hamilton,  L.  Addison,  Ade- 
laide E.  Grant,  E.  E.  Fisher. 
Annie  E.  Hudson,  Grace  L. 

Seven  clerks,  at  $1,200  each 

Two  clerks,  at  $900  each 

1,800 

Schooler. 

Clara  Santelmann 

Clerk ..r. 

750 

Total 

12,950 

Wm.  P.  Richards, 
Assessor,  District  of  Columbia . 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


